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September 19, 2022 
 
 
 
Rev. Jonathan Campbell 
Lacey UMC 
203 Lacey Rd 
PO Box 151 
Forked River, NJ 08731-0151 
 
Dear Rev. Jonathan Campbell and the congregation of Lacey UMC, 
 
Blessings to you in the name of Jesus Christ.   
 
As your district superintendent I want to first extend my deep gratitude to you for your willingness to engage in the 
discernment process. By participating in the discernment process you are committing to a time of deep listening for the 
Holy Spirit’s wisdom, insight, and calling.  Through this process you will discover what path forward God envisions for 
your congregation, your mission, and ministry in your community.  Thank you for walking through this process in the 
midst of a difficult season in the church. 
 
The members of the cabinet, including myself, recognize the cultural, ethnic, and theological diversity that exists among 
our churches in Greater New Jersey.  We are committed to work with every pastor and congregation in discerning where 
God is leading.  This is imperative so that all may minister with integrity in the unique context of their congregation and 
in alignment with the beliefs and needs of their community.   
 
Now that you have officially requested to enter the discernment process, here are the next steps: 
 
First, the congregation will need to send a $3,500 check made payable to GNJ for the administrative fees of the 
discernment process.  Please send the check to the attention of Megan McKay at 205 Jumping Brook Road, Neptune, NJ 
07753.  The following steps of the process will only begin once the payment has been received.  
 
Next, your congregation will be assigned two discernment guides.  These will be two persons from around the 
conference who are trained in the discernment process.  They may be clergy and/or laity.  One will be an elder who will 
serve as your presiding elder for the special church conferences (see below); the other will serve as the spiritual guide 
for your discernment process. 
 
The discernment process can involve anywhere from one to three special church conference sessions.  Those sessions 
include: 

• Session 1, scheduled for Saturday, October 15th at 3:30 pm – an overview of the process, review of the 
projected term sheet amount, prayerful conversation about why to stay or leave the United Methodist Church, 
and a preliminary vote on whether to continue the process.  If a church votes not to continue in the process, 
they will receive a portion of the $3,500 as a refund. 

• Session 2, scheduled for Saturday, October 22nd at 3:30 pm – prayerful conversation and discernment among 
the church members regarding reasons for disaffiliating or staying; another vote will occur.  

• Session 3, schedule to be determined – Developing a connectional covenant between the congregation and GNJ 



 

Mission and Resource Center    2 |page 
205 Jumping Brook Rd., Neptune NJ 07753 
732.359.1000 | www.gnjumc.org 

about how disaffiliation will occur and how each will respect one another.  
 
Disaffiliating congregations that go through each of the above steps and work through the due diligence period will hold 
a special charge conference which will be convened to vote on the final term sheet (date to be determined). 
 
Once we receive the $3,500 administrative fee you will be notified of and contacted by your assigned discernment 
guides.  The administrative fee must be received before October 3, 2022, so that your official letter calling for the special 
sessions of the church conference can be sent by you to your congregation with the proper 10 days’ notice.  
 
In closing, I ask that you pray for one another as I will be praying for you throughout this process. 
 
Grace and peace,  
 

 
Rev. Héctor A. Burgos 
Central District Superintendent 
 
HAB/mm 
 


