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A RULER FROM BETHLEHEM 

Micah 5: 2-6:  But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small 
village among all the people of Judah. Yet a ruler of Israel, whose 
origins are in the distant past, will come from you on my behalf. 
The people of Israel will be abandoned to their enemies until the 
woman in labor gives birth. Then at last his fellow countrymen will 
return from exile to their own land. And he will stand to lead his 
flock with the Lord’s strength, in the majesty of the name of the 
Lord his God. Then his people will live there undisturbed, for he 
will be highly honored around the world. And he will be the source 
of peace. 

When the Assyrians invade our land and break through our 
defenses, we will appoint seven rulers to watch over us, eight 
princes to lead us. They will rule Assyria with drawn swords and 
enter the gates of the land of Nimrod. He will rescue us from the 
Assyrians when they pour over the borders to invade our land. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2 

Movie night on Friday, 
December 2nd at 
6:30pm with “Miracle 
On 34th Street” in the 
Sanctuary. Popcorn 
will be provided. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

MONTHLY PASTOR’S BREAKFAST 

This month’s Pastor’s Breakfast will be 
held on Monday, December 12th, at 
9:30am at the Lacey Perkins, located at 
113 South Main Street in Forked River. 
Everyone is invited to be part of the 
food, fellowship and fun! 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

JOIN US FOR SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 9:00AM IN- PERSON OR ON OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOLLOWS THE YOUNG DISCIPLES MESSAGE. 
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LACEY CHRISTMAS PARADE 

On Sunday, December 4th, the Lacey Christmas Parade will take place at 3pm. Volunteers are needed to help 
prepare and serve hot chocolate and water, as well as goodies, to those marching in the parade. To help prepare, 
volunteers will be needed to arrive at 1pm. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

CHRISTMAS CANTATA 

On Sunday, December 11th, a combined Christmas celebration will take place at the Forked River Presbyterian 
Church, located at 131 North Main Street in Forked River. Your favorite carols and Christmas classics will be 
performed by the Forked River Presbyterian Church and the Lacey United Methodist Church Choirs. A freewill 
donation will be accepted and a full reception will follow the performance. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

TRIVIA NIGHT 

On Saturday, December 10th, a Trivia Night will be held in Fellowship Hall, along with a Potluck Dinner, at 6:00pm. 
Please let us know in advance what dish you will be sharing. The Trivia questions will be designed for all ages.  

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

HERE-WE-GO-A-CAROLING 

On Saturday, December 17th, we will 
meet at 5:30pm at LUMC and then 
proceed to go caroling to our homebound 
members. The evening will end with hot 
chocolate in Fellowship Hall. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

WARM SOCKS NEEDED 

We are collecting warm 80% wool content socks for soldiers in 
the Ukraine. Socks can be dropped off to the LUMC Office or 
you are welcome to make a donation towards the purchase of 
socks. Please contact Monika Sisbarro at (732) 503-0363 for 
more info. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

CONGRATULATIONS TO HECTOR BURGOS FOR BEING 

PROMOTED TO BISHOP OF THE UPPER N.Y. CONFERENCE 

AND TO RONELL HOWARD AS SHE TAKES OVER AS OUR 

NEW DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT! 

 

 



KID-FRIENDLY SOUP NEEDED 

Kid-friendly soup is needed for the Winter Lunch Program. They are intended to be 
packaged with other food products and delivered on Saturday, December 17th. The 
deadline to drop off your cans of soup is Sunday, December 11. Contact the LUMC 
Office if you would like to be a driver on delivery day. No perishable goods will be left at 
a house if nobody is home or there is no cooler outside.  

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

MY DEVOTIONAL FOR THE HOLIDAYS  

I grew up in a modest house in the Bronx. Thanksgiving would arrive with the home filled with the enticing aroma 
of the turkey basting in the oven. The yams, turkey soup and cranberry sauce (which had to be from a can and 
jellied) were making my mouth water in anticipation of the coming meal. My brother and I were eagerly awaiting 
the arrival of the new balloons set to debut that year at the annual parade at Herald Square on NBC. Ending with 
Santa Claus, the parade was a lead-in to the “March Of The Wooden Soldiers.” I could never get enough of 
Laurel and Hardy’s adventures with Barnaby and the Bogeymen. 

Christmas Eve would soon be here with our imaginations running wild as to what toy would be under the tree for 
us. I would think back to the footsteps that I swore I heard on the roof the night before. Right next to our light-up 
Santa Claus under the tree was a Nativity Scene and I would always focus on each of the figurines that comprised 
the entire set, especially the Baby Jesus. It always made me feel a sense of joy. 

My father worked very hard to support our family, even though I most likely didn’t realize it then. My mother 
always made sure that our home was filled with love, even when my brother and I were misbehaving. We ate 
what was served to us at the dinner table and we were always appreciative of what we unwrapped at Christmas. 

It makes me think of 1 Corinthians 13: 4-7: Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is 
not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does 
not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

Mom and dad, thank you for the example you demonstrated for my brother and I and that Nativity set that was 
always under the tree. May the Lord’s words and your example forever stay in my heart. 

God Bless, 

Dominic Gregoria 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

COMING SOON: SHOE DRIVE 

We are collecting your new or gently used pairs of shoes once again. This is an effort to get a jump on the 
program which will be in full swing at the start of the new year. Shoes can be dropped off at the LUMC Office 
during the week! This was a great fundraiser for the church in the past! 

All shoes should be dry, with their soles attached and no holes anywhere on the shoe. Partnering with the 
Funds2Orgs group, these shoes will be given a second life for those in need. The collected shoes will help others 
in developing nations start micro-enterprises that will create sustainable income for their families. The nations 
that are being targeted include Haiti, Colombia and Tanzania. The program’s goal is to help people from these 
nations escape poverty. If the shoes were to be given away, it would decimate the local market for shoes and 
clothing. In addition, some developing countries, such as Africa, do not permit apparel to be given away. 

The shoes that end up not being sold in these countries are used to make and fix products or create something 
new. This can include insulation for homes or stuffing for car seats and furniture. Excess scraps will be sent to 
Pakistan for re-purposing. According to the World Bank, 59% of Haiti’s population live below the poverty level 
$2.41 USD per day.  

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

 

 

 



CHRISTMAS SEASON SPECIAL SERVICES 

 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21 

7:00pm: Blue Christmas Worship 
Service 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24 
7:00pm: Family Candlelight Service 

10:00pm: Traditional Candlelight 
Service 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 
9:00am: Christmas Brunch & Carol 

Service in Fellowship Hall 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 1 

9:00am: “Love Feast” Service in 
Fellowship Hall 

 
“I hear the angels singing 

halleluiah 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Let the earth receive her 
king  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

I know that love has come 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Singing it out 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Jesus Christ is born  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Jesus Christ is born” 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Sidewalk 
Prophets 
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